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there might easily be an accident. These may
appear to be trivial matters, bui they are
matters that should be attended to. I shall
lovk forward to the advent of ihe Land
Drainage Bill with considerable pleasure. I
expect it 15 the same old measure that the
present Minister for Lands had before him
when he was previously Minister for
Works, and whichk 1 looked at frequently
during my eight years of office, but
could never get an opportunity to intro-
duce, Now 1 hope it will be introduced and
that something will be done, becavse land
drainage in the South-West is a most vital
problem and one that has to be faced. It is
a proper poliey, and I am sure the Minister
for Lands will agree with me that it is bet-
ter to start on land near to the warkets than
to unndertake work at tremendous distances
where tle seftlers will be handicapped from
the outset.

Ar. Panton: We have heen telling you
that for 20 years and you have just woke
up.

The Minister for Lands: There is an area
of 250,000 acres in your distriet and we ean-
not toueh it for another five years.

Mr. GEORGE: The existing Hoad Dis-
tricls Aet requires quite a number of modi-
fications and the insertion of provisions to
meet the altered condifions brought about by
motor transport. One point the Minister
should consider is whether the vrates collected
in any | articular ward should not have some
relation to the expenditure. Ti shanld not
be possible, as has been done in some dis-
tricts, for rates to be collected for many
vears and practieally no ex_ enditure to be
made in the wards concerned. Penple in
thoze wards can oblain no redress from the
board. Tf possible the (overnment should
enlarze the audit “staff to deal with road
board aceounts. T am satisfied that if an an-
nual audit were made, many of the irregulari-
ties now ocenrring would be obviated and the
ratepayers would know how they stood at
the time instead of heing kept waiting year

after year. Tn a distriet I know of one
ward in the last 20 years must have
contributed £10,000 in rates and not

£20 has been expended in its area hy
the hoard. Provision should be made
in the Aect fto protect the ratepayers.
They have {o pay their rates, and surely they
have a right to expect something in refurn.
It is not right that a ratepayer's money
ghould be fileched from him znd spent else-
where. He has the right to expect that some
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of the money collected should be expended
for the purpose of giving him and his neigh-
bours some of the facilities that are so neces-
gary. 1 suppose the Government have been
stendily overhauling the files and records of
the depariments, with the object of ascer-
taining whether they can do better than other
people or put into force things which other
people might have been unable to do. In-
stead of rushing into a lot of ¢riticism upon
their administration I think I shall be doing
better service to the country if I confine my
remarks to the various topies and depart-
ments that will in due course come before us
for debate. T am pleased to think and hope
that we have turned the corner, and that
Western Australia is steadily marching along
a course of prosperity, which its great poten-
tialities justifv us in assuming it will some
day reach.

On motion by Mr. Sleemsn, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 9.17 p.m.

Logislative Council,
Tuesday, 11th August, 1925,
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Question: Rallway construction, Salmon Gums- 150
Norseman

Addeess-in-reply, fiith dey e 181

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAY CONSTRUC-
TION, SALMON GUMS-NORSEMAN.

Hon. .J. W. KIRWAN asked the Colonial
Secretary: 1, Will the Government comply
with the general desire in the Esperance
district that formation work in connection
with the Salmon Gums-Norseman railway
be started ai hoth the Salmon Gums and
Norseman ends? 2, Are the Government



M1 Averse, 19257

aware that this desire is prompted by the
hope that the construction of the line may
be completed as early as possible, so that
land selection be not impeded, as many hun-
dreds of applicants are waiting for the 350
holdings to be made available between Sal-
mon {tums and Norseman, and the suceessful
applicants cannot get Agricultural Bank
assistance until hrought within the 121%-
mile limit by the completion of the line?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
1, The question is receiving consideration.
The Acting Engineer in Chief left for Es-
perance on the Jth instant, and upon his
return he will report further on the question.
2, The decision of the Government to auth-
orise the construction of the line so soon
after the passing of the Act indicates the
opinion of the Government.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fifth Day.
Debate resumed from the 6th August.

HON. G. POTTER (West) [435]: I
wish to echo the lofty tributes paid by your-
self, Mr. President, the Colonial Secretary,
and other members to the memory of the
late Hon. J. A. Greig. The voice that has
been stilled by death will be preatly missed
from the deliberations of this Chamber. The
late gentleman, by virtne of his great sacri-
ficing endeavours, erected an enduring
memorial to himself in the province he so
ably rejresented. Upon Mr. Glasheen will
devolve the responsibility of representing
that province, great in area and no less great
in its importanee to the State. With other
members I welcome Mr. (lasheen, and assure
him that he will share the experience T had
when T entered the House by regeiving all
possible eourtesy, and will have unasked the
aid and helpful advice of members who have
grown old in the serviee and have given
to this House the prestige it enjoys to-day.
Since last session the Premier has visited
the Ol@ Country. Tt should be almost un-
necessary (o assure the Premier of our keen
appreciation of his endeaveurs in the inter-
ests of the Siate. It is a source of satis-
faction to know that he was able to in-
fluence the administration of the Trades
Facilities Aect in England. That indicafes
an awakening conscience on the part of the
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authorities abroad, who do not necessanly
know our diliculties as we know them. They
are awaking to the fact that \Western Aus-
iralia, by porswing a great, broad, develop-
ment policy, is dving something for the con-
solidation of the Fmpire. Insofar as the
money obtained will he expended mostly in
the activities of North-West trading, portion
of the honour of having obtained it rests
with members for the North-West who, at
sreat trouble and often expense to them-
selves, have journeyed to the seat of Em-
pire, pleaded the State’s cause, and inter-
ested influential parties in the develoj:ment
of that territory. It must have been pleas-
ant for the Prewier, on his refurn, to find
the financial position so buovant, That fact
should inspire him to ¢ontinue the develop-
ment work that has given birth to such
handsome results. When a great catastrophe
occurs, we concern ourselves with the eause
of it and, by ascertaining the cause, we seek
to guard against a recurrence of the mis-
fortune. We should be no less diligent,
having aseertained the cause of the State’s
improved condition, to benefit from experi-
ence and continue the policy that has made
possible such a happy state of affairs. It
is my firm conviction that the cause of the
improvement lies with the primary pro-
ducer. TUndoubiedly he has contributed 90
per cent. of the improvement. Gertainly the
season has been advantageouns and nature has
been kind, while the world’s market has been
in our faveur, but all those fortuitous eir-
cumstances would be as paught if the de-
velopment policy of the past had not per-
mitted us to take advantaze of them. In
arriving at that conclusion, I am not un-
mindful of the personal equation repre-
sented by the primary producers, whether
they be prospectors looking for new pgold-
fields or men in the backblocks subduing the
wilderness. Nature, once conquered, can be
directed to the uses of man, but nature does
fight a vigorous rearguard action, and it is
only by the exercise of indomitable will
that our bhardy pioneers can achieve success
and assist the State to maintain its present
satisfactory  position. Undoubtedly the
pioneers will win through, as did their an-
eestors, but only at the expense of long hours,
arduous labonr and with the possession of
stout hearts. Tt behoves us to assist them
to the uimost limit of our power, The
pastoralist, who undoubtedly is the pioneer
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of closer setilement, has many difficulties
with which to-contend. Sometimes the mag-
nitude of his holding makes ns feel that we
do not tkoroughly understand his position.
Sometimes the priee he receives for his wool
is apl to obscare the enormous losses that
have to be met before he ean place the elip
upon the world’s market. There are ofher
difficulties thaf confront him. The kangaroo
or its kinsman, the euro, breaks his fences
and cats the feed that the sheep should have.
In other places dingoes cause great depreda-
tions amongst the flocks. The pastoralist
snffers from these pests, and the State suffers
in sympathy with him. The mixed farmer
often has all these pests at his door, with
the added nuisance of the rabbit, which is
already a serious menace .to the well-
being of onr agrievlturists. It may
appear strange that such remarks should fall
from the lips of a coastal member, but I
utter them so that the representatives ol
districts that rely upon the suceess of these
great and essential industries will know ex-
actly where I stand if the Government, either
of their own volition or at the suzgestion of
members, introduce measures designed to
afford the reliefl they so much need. In con-
nection with country develepment it is
pleasing to note that the Railway Advisory
BRoard are energetically employed in report-
ing upon the necessity and possibility of
railways in districts that require them and
deserve them. T hope the board will not
overlook the claims of the ddistrict which
would be served by the construction of a
ling from Brookton to Armadale. Hope has
long been deferred in the bressts of the peo-
ple there. After all, it is noi as if the peo-
ple in that district were puiling up some
ephemeral ease, 2 ease with little foundation,
or something merely imagined. They have
been there for many years, have proved the
quality of the land, and have in a great
measure succeeded; but they are labouring
under an enormous difficuity whieh makes
the suceess they have already achieved a
tribute to their indomitable will to succeed.
Those settlers have been out there for many
years crealing for the State o faxable asset;
not something that is diminishing, but some-
thing that is inereasing in value. All they
ask for is the rizht to market their produce
with the same facilities as are granted to
other industries, or to their own industry in
other parts of the State. Representations
have been made recently regarding that mat-
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ter. A deputation waited on the Premier,
who suggested, doubtless joeularly, that if
they found the money withont interest he
would build the line. Such a |-roposal is al-
most impossible. In fuet, 1 lhink the Pre-
mier must have been chuckling inwardly when
lie made the suggestion. I do hope the Rail-
way Advisory Board will see their way to
support the justifiable claims of those peo-
ple. Mr. Stewart referred to a pamphlet eir-
culated not only here but elsewhere by Mr.
Hedges. TFor the action Mr. Hedges has
taken in that regard he is worthy of the
hirhest commendation of all who have the
interests of the State at heart. He has de-
monstrated his possession of u public spirit
that might well be emulated by everyone. The
generosity with which he has approached his
criticism of the existing State railway sys-
tem is thoroughly admirable. He says that
in defining an agricultural railway poliey
he does not adversely eritieise the engineers
who built the existing railways, becanse he
fully recounises the neeessities of the occa-
sien whicli made railway building from point
to point absolutely essential. Tt was neces-
sary to connect Perth with Albany direct,
and therefore the railway went as directly as
the grades would allow. The same thing ap-
plied to the railway from the metropslitan
aren to the Easltern Goldfields. That railway
also had to go direct. At that lime, however,
it was not antieipated that in this State agri-
cultural development would reach its present
stage of importance to Western Australia
and, indeed, to the Commonwealth. There-
fore Mr. Hedges launches his suggestion in
the hope that the future railway poliey of
this State may he eonsidered along the lines
suggested by him. As he hingelf is an ex-
perienced raifway constructor, his opinions
are well worth weighing. It i= a matter of
supreme satisfaction to realise that the pre-
sent Government will continue an active im-
migration policy. Either by the dawn of
common sense, or by the necessities of the
occasion, the opponents of immigration have
become submerged. Still, we recoguise that
immigration must be conducied with a high
dezree of sanity, as it has been in the past.
While unquestionably there must he a little
pressure on the employment 1aarket, we ean-
not aveid that. With the best regulated
seheme there must be some little leakage. It
is ne condemnation of the immigration policy
that a few migrants who should never have
been allowed to get through, found life on
the back blocks here distasteful to them and
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gravitated to the city again. That in ijtself
is utlerly insutlicient to condeinn the migra-
tion scheme. 1t is encouraging to know that
the present Administration will pursue an ae-
tive immigration poliey. For the purpose of
enabling them to do that, the new agreement
which has been found acceptable by the Gov-
ernment, has been concluded. However, the
Premier is supporied by everyone in

his view that the agrcement is not
as  generous as it might be.  Stil],

that need not condemn the agreement. When
the Commonwealth Government, in con-
junetion with  the Imperial Government,
asked the various States to submit an immi-
gration ).oliey, only one State had the mat-
ter thought vut with sufficient eare to sub-
mit a policy; and that was Western Aus-
tralin under the Premiership of Sir James
Miichell. Naturally, it was a pioneer policy;
and the agreement contained a provision
that any additional benefits acerning to other
Auslralian States [rom migration agreements
would be incorporated in ithe Western Aus-
tralian agreement. Therefore, having regard
o the various agreements being made from
time to time, we are in duty bound to pay
honour to the party who was the initiator ol
the system that we hope will solve Western
Australia’s diffieulties.  On the report of
ihe Royal Commission on Group Settlement
T do not propose to say much at this mo-
ment. No doubt the report will eventually
be the subject of extensive debate in this
Chamber. To my mind, the kernel of the
whole sitnation lies in the fact of the enorm-
ous finaneial drain from Western Australia
to the Eastern States. 1f that amount were
capitalised and represented ns the goodwill
of a business, it would be recognised as
worth a huge sum. On Mr. Collier’s returmn
from his sojourn abroad he gave us some
valuable advige, advice which is all the more
worthy of respect since he was at pains to
investigate for himself on the spot the defi-
ciencies of our various marketing schemes.
I was very much impressed with what the
Premier had to say, and the recommenda-
tions he made, regarding fruit marketing.
I1le mentioned that at the great fruit market
in London he had seer Western .\ustralian
fruit which he was almost ashamed to see
there. He advised the fruitgrowers to grade
their fruit properly, to grow the rizht types,
and to pack with adequate care. Those are
matters which the orclardists can deal with
easily, as one grower undoubtedly will police
tke other. Puriker, the fruiterowers have

the benefit of Government inspection. How-
ever, there i3 one great disability under
which our fruitgrowers suffer; and I have
voiced it in this Chamber before. I refer
to the shipping of our fruit, and the hand-
ling which the fruit receives before it gets
to the ship’s side. That is the chief weak-
ness of Western Australin’s fruit exporting
industry. Lei us piclure to ourselves fruit
arriving from the country and, owing to the
uceasional vagaries of shipping, being stored
in a steaming hot shed. Because of the
working hours the shed is closed up, where-
upon it becomes almost like the oven of a
hakeliouse. That iruit, experts tell us, would
be far better left out on the wharf covered
by a tarpaulin or sheeting. Later that fruit
is tuken frowm the shed and put into the cool
store of a ship. With what resnlt? That
the vioclent chunge of temperature damages
our fruit when it goes into the hold, and
alzo damages tlhe fruit already in the hold
from other perts. One result is that ship-
ping companies do not view with favour the
suipment of fruit under those conditions.
In the Eastern Stales there are many fruit
interests which would be only too pleased
to pay for the whole of the fruit space in
a ship rather than let sowme of that spaca
o to be filled at Fremantle under such con-
ditions. Al the representation of fruit-
growers and olhers o the Minister for Agri-
culture, a chamher was made available at
the freezing works at South Fremantle; and
undoubtedly that represents some litile
alleviation of the difficulty. [t haz, how-
ever, this great fault, that it involves a
somewhat tedious railway journey from the
Sonth Fremantle freezing works to the
ghip’s side. The fruit, being shipped at
ilhat time of year when the temperature is
high, undergoes a econsiderable change in
temperature while being conveyed to the
ship; and the same thing reeurs when the
fruit is put on hoard the ship.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott: And does it not
cost anxthing to take the fruit to South Fre-
mantle and bring it baek?

Hon. G. POTTER: The cost is very ma-
terial, and the process involves four hand-
lings instead of one, while labhour charges
are advancing daily. JMoreover, the fruit-
growers have no opportunity of recouping
themselves, since they have to compete in the
world’s markets with the fruitgrowers of
America and other countries. Furthermore,
all this involves deterioration of the fruit,
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and so Western Australia, with all her diffi-
culties to face, has one more added. Our
advantage of being nearver by fhousands of
miles to the world's markets is negatived by
the primitive Landling conditions which ob-
tain at the Fremantle wharf.

en. J, Duffell: And by the lack of con-
sideralion from the «epartment.

Hon. (. POTTER: Undoubtedly. If there
were any inauperable diflienlty in the pre-
vision of a cool store on the whart at the
ship’s side, une could not very mueh wonder.

Hon. I, E. S, Willmott: What is wanted
is not a freezing chamber, but a cool cham-
ber.

Hon. G. POTTER: A pre-cooling cham-
ber. During the fruit-shipping period the
Fremantle wharves are not congested, and
it wonld be quite possible, at small expense,
to insulate one of the sheds. Further, this
is not an oceasion on which the fruitgrowers
want from the Government something for
nothing. They are prepared to pay a tax
per ease of fruit shipped, and the resultant
amount of money would clear the whole of
the cost of the shed in two or three years.
Tt does not also mean that such a shed, in-
snlated and converted inio a cooling store,
wonld hecome a white elephant for the re-
mainder of the year. After the fruit season
was over the doors eould be thrown open and
the shed could be used for ordinary pur-
roses. The space required for the eondens-
ine pipes aronund the shed would take up bat
littie room and would eount for practically
nothing. As a erowning example of what
this would do for the grower, let me cite an
instance of whai happened not so long ago
in connection with a shipment of fruit. A
prominent shipper had a parcel of fruit
made up and specially packed lo be for-
warded as a test consignment, the object
being to see how it wquld arrive in London.
When the vessel hy which it was to be
shipped reached Fremantle, it was diseov-
ered that there was noib enough space for
the whole consignment. Some of the con-
signment got through, and the remainder
the shipper took back into his own cool
stores which are a matter of five or six
minntes from the wharf by motor lorry.
Later on another ship came alongside and
the agents rang up to say that they could
find spaee for it. Within half an hour the
shipper had his lorries at work, and the
fruit was put into the vessel’'s chambers.
Now, listen to the result: the fruit that was
sent by the first vessel, and which was
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hundled not by him, arrived in London in a
wurihiess condition. A week or two later
that portion of the consignment that he
himsgelf handled in the way that fruit-
growers required, avrived at its destination
in sylendid condition, and in spite of the
foct that the market was szomewhat weak,
this fruit was disposed of at top prices. No
CGovernment shonld require a more glaring
instanee than (hai respecting the disabili-
ties Truilgrowers in this State are subjected
to. Therefore I trust that whilst the Gov-
ernment are giving a slight alleviation by
way of accommodation at the cool stores at
South Fremantle, they wil! not consider that
their duty to the fruitgrower ends there, hut
that they will take into consideralion other
matters similar (o those to which T have
drawn attention. YWhilst on the subject of
the Fremanile harbour, I wish to add that
I was surprised at the remarks made by Mr.
Stewart regarding the amouvnt of money
spent al the port,

Hon, A. Barvill:
finished yet.

Hon. G. POTTER: Mr. Stewart will
pardon me if I misunderstood his comment
the other night.

Hon., A. Burvill: Where do the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust get their revenue?

Hon, G. POTTER: T will tell the hon.
member in a minute. 1 gathered from Mr,
Stewart that he complained that too much
monevy had heen spent on the Fremantle
Harbour.

Hon. H. Stewart:
harbours.

Hon. G. POTTER: I am glad that I un-
derstand the hon. member now. I will sup-
port him and other members in their efforts
te bring about the development of the other
harbours of the State. But as a representa-
tive of a primary producing avea the hon.
member will appreciate this faet, that once
produce is at the wharf, it behoves the Har.
hour Trust to see that it is bandled properly
and that it is got away prompfly. I have
just looked up some of the Fremantle Har-
bour Trust figures from the inception of the
Board, and find that they make illuminating
reading. Siuce the Harbour Trust first came
into existence 22 years age they have paid
in interest no less a sum than £1,218,183; to
sinking fund £320,193; to renewal!l fund
£36,688; to Consolidated Revenue directly
£778,013; to the Treasury as a reeoup for
special advances £112,944, making a grand
total of £2,466,023. These formidable

And it is not nearly

Too .ittle on the other
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figures demonstrate iwo things, the volume
of bmsiness that has passed through Fre-
mantle barbour and the assiduity of the
Trust (lommissioners in preserving to the
State the security of the money invested.
Therefore, instead of being a draz upon the
State, the Fremantle Harbour Trust have
coniributed materially to Consolidated Rev-
entie.

Uon. H. Stewart:
if you
figures.

ITon. G. POTTER: 1Vhile they have un-
doubtedly collected very largely from pri-
maty producers, those primary producers
cannot be hlind to the fact that, had this
money not heen econtributed to the revenue
of the State, the State would not have been
in a position to assist the prodocer in the
way that he has deserved to be assisted. If
we further examine in detail the various re-
ports. we find that the increase shown in the
financial statement is to-day just about five
times what it was 20 years ago. If we fol-
luw the figures all the way along, we become
impressed with the fact that development is
being accelerated every year, and that it
brings about with it an increased tonnage
of ships and an increased handling of cargo.
This angurs well for the expansion of the
harbonr, 1 understand that an eminent har-
bour expert will shortly be in onr midst, to
inspect our principal harbours, snd there-
fore, at the present stage T have no wish to
deal with the subject at any great length.
I do. however, desire fo say that the harbour
should be extended and that the work that
has been in progress has been necessarily
very slow. It is essential for the (overn-
ment to see that the Fremantle harbour and
all the other harbours in the State as well,
are kept up to date so that they may cope
with the expanding trade that is going
across the wharves. There is no donbt in
my mind that when the visiting engineer is
disenssing the subject of harbour extensions
the question of a dry or a gravine dock will
come under his notice. Possibly e will fol-
low on the lines of the late C. Y. 0’Connor.
On reading that great engineer's reports it
i= quile evident that he visualised the pro-
vision of a dock of some description, because
the Harbour Trust Commissioners must
realise that to enable them to earry on their
activities there must exist a dock of some
kind, In dealing with the subject of a dock,
I wish very reluetantly to take this oppor-
tunity of dispelling some misconceptions that

It would interest us
gave us some of their expenditure

have arisen in respect of the attitude of the
various members for Fremantle towards its
provision. ln what I am about to say I have
the full concurrence of my colleagues. It
has been stated that all the members for
Fremantle have been careless in regpect of
their advocaey of a dock. That statement is
mest unwarranted. Of all the ealumnies that
public men have had hurled at them, this one
in rezurd to the dosk is the most unwar-
ranted.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: The members for
Fiemantle are responsible for a quarter of
2 million being thrown into Lhe sea in con-
nection with the construetion ol a dock there.
It was sunk in a hole in the sea.

Hon. G. POTTER: So wuch for the
money heing thrown into a hole in the seal
Let me tell the hon. member thal when I was
a boy 1 heard a gold mine deseribed as being
a hole in the ground, owned hy a liar. I am
afraid that many thousands of pounds bave
been thrown into holes in the ground in the
hinterland of this State. However, I hope
that that money wili be got out of those holes
again,

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Absolutely wasted a
quarter of a million,

Hon. J. Duffell: Are you in favour of a
dock for Kalgoorlie?

Hon. G, POTTER: Yes, and I would put
the hon. member in charze of it. While Mr.
McCallum was recuperating his health, mem-
hers were very active in cxpressing their
views regarding the need of a dock at Fre-
mantle. Others also referred to the neces-
sity for it, and a gentleman made the state-
ment that [ cornplained of. 1le was aecting
in somme degree as agent for the vendors of
a dock. Like the greal public spirited man
that he is, he subordinated his own personal
prospects to those of the Stale by advising
members not to proclain too loudlyv the ex-
istence of this dock that was available. The
faet was known to all membhers ol Parlia-
ment and to the Government, hut if the
vendors in the Old Countryv knew that there
evisted a desire for the actual purchase of
the dock, then the price would immediately
go up, and Western Australiz wonld suffer.
That gentleman, of courze, was to he com-
mended for the attitude that Lie took. Men-
tion has been made of the catastrophe in los-
ing so much money in connection with the
previous attempt to establish a dock. Of
course, that was most regrettable. It does not
mean that for all time Fremantle must be
without a doeck, and that Western Austra-
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lia must lose prestige througzh being unable
to tackle any shipping that comes to its
shores.

Hon. A. Burvill: A dock counld be built
at Albany for a quarter of the price.

Hon. ¢, POTTER: What sort of a dock

would it be? 1f the hon. member was trying
to plice his best goods in a window, would
he place them where very few people would
see them? The place for the dock is where
it will have the greatest patronage.

Yon. H. Stewart: The place is where the
fleet could get in. The “Repulse” could not
get into Fremantle.

Ion, G. POTTER: Wiy, the “Repulse”
was lying at the North Wharf, and was
brought in under her own steam. A matfer
of nearly as much importance to Fremantle
is that connected with the storm water dif-
ficulty. This annoys people every winter,
just as the shortage of water annoys them
in the summer.

Hon. H. Stewart: Could not the muni-
cipality deal with that?

Hon. G. POTTER: It desires to do so.
1t is felt that this dual control is not fair
to the ratepayers. 1t is often necessary for
the Fremantle Council to do something which
is opposed to their munieipal conseience,
namely, to tax people for services they do
not enjoy, or to ask them to pay twice for
the services that are inadequate. About 18
yemrs ago the Government construeted four
drains in Fremantle, and the cost debited
against that work was £29000. Last year
the Government collected on aceount of this
£2,600. The Yremantle municipality cannot
altozether reconeile this eost with: their own
opintons.  The cost is very much at varianee
with the estimate of their own engineer, Mr.
Haynes, who is recognised i3 one of the
ablest engineers in Australia. The eoun-
cil naturally hesitate, when they find these
enormonus chareres coming in every year for
work which could have been completed more
cheaply onder their own control, to accept
that figure. Under the Act all Governments
levy a storm water rate of 3d. in the pound
on the rateable value of the properties with-
in a watershed. If the whole of Fremantie
were supjlied with storm water drainage
the diffieulty would not be 30 acute. In this
ease we have the spectacle of a large waler-
shed somotimes convergins to a small place.
A small drain could be built to eater for the
requirements of the large watershed. In a
case like that the (Government will build a
drain at a low eapital cost and tax the whole
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of the large watershed. 1n another case,
where there is a small watershed and a long
drain is required, involving considerable
capital expendiinre, they do nobt econcern
themsolves about it, but leave it to the muni-
cipality.

Hon. J. Duftell:
Fremantle,

Hon. (. POTTER: No. Recently Bate-
man’s warehouse at Fremantle was sur-
rounded, like an island, with 6 inches of
water, but this firm bad to pay 5d. in the
pound storm water rates. It is most unfair
and unjust. The municipal couneil are
anxious that the Government should permit
them to purchase the stormwater system at a
fair cost.

Hon. J. Duffell: Fremantle gefs more
from the Government than any other muniei-
pality.

Hon. G. POTTER: They are not asking
for anything for nothing. They have the
money in lheir hands and want to buy, and
nothing could be more equitable. Another
matler of grave importance concerns the
environs of Fremantle. T.and drainage is
mentioned amongst the forecusted legislation,
but T do not know what the Bill will con-
tain. Between Fremantle and the Peel Ws-
tate stands a large area of swamp land.
There is 2 chain of swamp lands extending
as far as Bunbury, but I am not conversant
with that. 1 am, however, conversani with
the valuable asset the State is losing through
not draining the swamp lands between Fre-
mantle and the TPeel Estate.

Hon. J. Daffell: The Government cannot
drain the lot in a short period.

Hon. . PUTTER: No, Lut the sensible
thing (0 do would he to start the job at one
end and finish at the other, instead of start-
ing in the middle and working hoth ways.
The last administration promized that some-
thing of this nature would be done. T hape
the Government will take np the matter, not
in a pieremeal fashion, but will provide
some co-ordinated scheme. Those people
who have sufferel so lonz will then he
able to enjoy some means of earning a
livelihood. I weuld not like country mem-
Lers to think T am insensible to the necessi-
ties of other parts of the Statee T am
prepared to pay this tribute to the gold
minine tndustry, and say that had it not
been for it Fremantle and the nther coastal
towns wonld not have assumed the import-
ance in the scheme of things that they un-
doubtedly have to-day. Tlad those hardy

That is not peculiar to
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pioneers of the zold mininy industry not
discovered gold, and had they not displaye.l
the courage they undoubtedly did display, we
shouid not be as imporlanl as we arve. I
hope that one resnlt of the labours of the
Disabiilities Commission will be the granting
of the gold bonus to the mining industry,
and giving to it of some small compensation.
No compensation can be big enough com-
pared with the losses that have occurred.
We are not ingensible to the depredations
made in the gold mining industry of the
State by the Commonwealth during the war.
Other primary producers have been able to
recoup themselves to a large extent for
their zdded expenditure, but the gold mining
industry has been left with a burden to earry
that is sn great that only substantial assist-
anee ean compensate it in some slight degree,
and jrevent it from being wholly extin-
guiched.  We must possess ouwrselves in
patience regarding the levislation forecasted
in the Speech, and wait to ascertain whether
cthe Bills turn out to be seese or swans. T
hope when the Minister for Works is re-
casling the charges under the Traffic Act he
will bear in mind the difficulties from which
owners of various vehicles of transport have
to suffer to-dav. It was not anticipated, when
the Ac¢t governing this phase of transpor-
tation was brought down, that the result
would be so disastrons. Many people are
ntterly unable to pay the enormouns charees
inflicted upon them. These are not confined
to one means of transportation alone. Those
who de; end ujon horse iehicles are harder
hit than any. They have to stand up against
the imoads of the more modern means of
transport. Horse drivers have practically to
tuke the leavings of thos2 who conduet motor
transporlation. The regrettable feature is
that those owning horses are not using the
main roads, to whirh the trafic fees are
applied, in 2 meusure commensurate with
the fees charged. 'The Act has a duration
only until the 31st Decomler next, and T
hop:e the Minister, when recasting this lewis-
Iation. will bear In mind the diifieultizs that
have heen undergone. In speaking for some
of those jeople who have bheen heavily
Pressed, may L express their gratitude to
the Yinister for the kind'y sympathy he ex-
tended to them in promising to do what he
can to enahle them fo pav the fees in two
moieties, This would give them some breath-
ing space, It is a matter of great regret
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that the ptogress of our seeondary indus-
tries is so inordinately slow, The develop-
ment of these industries must firsi be con-
tinzent upon our petting the neressary | npn-
{ation, so that there will he a home market
for the resultant products. No donbt some
of the evidence which was given befare the
Disabilities Commission will keep in the fore-
front the difliculties that traders and sceon-
dary industries generally suffer as a result
of the unfair and unjust competition of the
Eastern States. By virtue of the Austra-
lian constitulion this is unavoidahle. There
is no doubt that goods are dumped into this
State, Not only are w¢ faced with the ut-
most difficulty in establishing new indus-
tries, but we are fuced with the spectacle of
our establishel industries struggling for e
were existence. Not only must we think of
thuse organisations that have rigked their
money in estahiishing secondary indusiries
here, but of the fact that the failure to
achieve the necessary development is re-
flected in the lack of avenues for employment
for our voung people wha are reachine man-
hood and womanhood. 1 hope that through
the establishment of the Muresk Agrienl-
tural Colleme the Govermment will he able
to bring about some eatement in the posi-
tion. It is a good thing to instil into the
minds of these young men an appreciation of
the eonditinns they will enjoy on the )and
and not teach them under conditions likely
to 1ender farmine life obnoxious to them
from the verv outset.

Ion. .J. Nicholson: Could that pessibly be
done if you had a man appointed not pos-
sessed of all those qualifieations?

Hon. G, POTTEKR: The prineir al of an
agricultmal college, I shounld think, would
he an agricultural exyert.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Not a school master.

Hon. G. POTTER: (ertainly not.

Hon. H. Stewart: He should be a scien-
tilieally trained gradnate of a university hav-
inz practical experience in farming work.

Hon. G. POTTER: That is sn. T lope
tha Government will give serious attention
to the question of apprentices. Tt is dis-
astrous to eontinue under onr existing econ-
ditions with so manv young men finding
themselves in a blind avenue, having to he-
¢ome lahourers heeau<e there are no other
rogitions open to them. Failing that they
drift to the Eastern States where there are
biz factories. Thus it is that we are sending
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away many of those we can ill afford o lose.
The Government are to be complimented
upon the appointment of Mr, Acting Justice
Davies to the position of President of the
State Arbitration Court. Since his appoint-
ment he has had a particularly strenucus
time and has discharged his duties in the ad-
mirable way we would expect from a gentle-
man of his atfainments and assiduity. It
is all the more regrettable therefore to see
the fruits of his labours lost and all the wis-
dom and energy brought to bear by him on
his doties set at nanght. That is most
lamentable and should be guarded against
in the future. No doubt any president of
an arbitration court would e concerned when
be saw his awards flovied, partienlarly after

be had spent weary weeks in an  en-
deavonr to arrive at a solution fair to
the parties concerned and the public as

well.  The work of the Arhitration Court
has heen negatived beeause of a few mili-
tants who thought they were Heaven-horn
geninses capable of defying the laws of the
land and having their own way. The worst
of it was that they received support.

Hon. J. R. Brown: The reason why such
things happen i3 that you do not give the
Arbitration Court power to enforee their
own swards,

Hon, G. POTTER: We have to take the
law as it is; it is there to be obeyed. No
one can deny that the law was flonted time
and again durinz the recent strike of hotel
and restawrant employees. A strike is an
illegal thing, In this instance those con-
cerned in the strike accentuated their wrong-
doing by standing at the doors of premises
and preventing the public from geing about
their business. Surely it is not right that
people engaged in an illegal aet should have
the protection of the police force.  Hon.
members know that it is entively wrong. If
picketing is legal, let ns consider the posi-
tion. I understand that pickets are ap-
pointed by a union to ses that metnhers of
its organisation do not go back to a work-
shop or factory that is under the han. I do
not know that anything has happened that
justifies the action of pickets in preventing
people from condueting their business. 1 do
not blame the police. If a constable is en-
gaged in investieating a crime, he usually
looks for somecne a little higher up. Thus
ir thie instance it is not to the policeman
who moved the crowd but left the pickets
alone, to whom we must look, but to those
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who were responsible for giving him his
orders. If a policeman makes a mistake he
is dealt with trenchantly.

The Honorary Minister: Did you wish to
see blood shed during the strike?

Hon. G. POTTER: I have seen too much
hlood shed to desire to see any more. The
blood I saw shed was for the purpose of
maintaining law and order and to secure
Jjustice for all the people. While it is true
that this strike was a bloodless affair

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: It was because of
the apaemic action of the Government.

Hon. G. POTTER: If this sort of thing
is 1o continue, justice will become not only
a blind, but an anemie figure indeed. If a
constable makes z mistake, he is dealt with
firmly. Recenfly the papers contained head-
lines referring to a police sensation. The
report dealt with the dismissal of a constable
and when the report was read it was seen
that the head-lines were not “scare-heads”
and the language used was not extravagant.
I refer to the diseharge from the forece of
Folice Constable Lambert.  Brief reports
have been published in the Press. Nearly
every resident of Fremantle knows and re-
spects this constable. In the exercise of his
daty, in the opinion of a superior officer, he
made a mistake.

Hon, BE. H. Gray: A serious mistake too,

Hon. G. POTTER: Aceepting it that he
made a serious mistake and failed in his
duty, would it not be fair to give him an
opportunity to defend himself and to state
his ease. A constable may be called upon
to take a ruost hardened eriminal and shelter
him from the reach of the mab. He plages
him in a position to secure justice,.  When
the constable himself is in trouble, however,
he is denied the right to defend himself and
justify himself in the eyes of the public. It
is a small thing that Constable Lambert
asks for. He merely desires to state his case
before a board as provided under the Police
Act. Buch boards comprise a magistrate, a
justice of the peace, and an officer of the
police foree. Constable Lambert is prepared
to place himself in the hands of such a body,
and 18 it fair, rieght or just that he should he
denied it? He has a perfect claim upon the
Government to see that justice is done to
kim. It must be remembered that a man in
bis position 15 harder hit than would be a
man working in an engineering shop, a car-
penter or any other artisan because such
workers could go elsewhere and get similar
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jobs. In Lambert’s case, however, there is
no other police foree to which be ean trans-
fer his abilities. To he discharged from the
nolice forre carries with it a stioma making
it impossible for him to get work elsewhere.
Surely the Covernment will listen to the
cluim of this man to have such a board
appointed. We do noi ask that Lambert
shall be reinstated at once; we merely ask
for him to have tl'e opportunity to puf his
case before a board.

Hon, J. Nicholron: The board mizht say
that it was an honest case ol mistaken
identity.

Hon, G. POTTER: Yes, and the peenliar
part is that Lambert was not the only police-
man who made the same mistake, but he is
the only wember of the [orce who was pun-
ished. That is where the grievous injusiice
is made the more glaring. I wish to refer
te a malter that is of greal interest to
fathers, mothers, daughters, and sons of re-
turned soldiers. It must have come as a
great shoek to the suseeptibilities of those
who are in sympathy with the returned
soldiers and what they stand for, when it
was discovered thatl sneh men were debarred
from taking part in a time-honoured insfitu-
tion, At the request of certain people they
had been aceustomed to deliverving short
lectureties in the schools on Anzae Day. Tt
has been stated that it was not desired that
the children shounld listen to inflammatory
speeches. Who wonld be less likely to de-
liver inflammatory speeches on the subjent
of warfare than returned soldicrs? Surely
they would be less likely to contaminate the
minds of those young innoeent people re-
garding the horrors they themselves had
faced, than possibly, other people. After
all, the Edazation Department were very
eareful in the selection of people who de-
livered the addresses to children. As a mat-
ter of fact those people were mostly invited
at the request of local parents and citizens’
associations, the members of which comprise
for the most part the fathers and mothers of
the children themselves. Surely those people
would not agree to anvone speaking who
wonld poison the minds of their voung folk.
Then again the head master of a school
would probably be the final determining an-
thority as to who was to speak. When one
school teacher asked me to deliver an address
. T asked him why he did not do it himself.
His reply was that he was with the children
every dav; whereas if I would agree to ad-
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dress them, my words wounld impress them
more than if they were uttered by one who
was nof a stranger to them. We do not asso-
eiate the Colonial Secretary personally with
such an action as this, but rather do we as-
soeiate him with the enerzetic steps he took
in an endeavour to have the soldiers’ mental
home erected. Tlere the Colonial Secretary
was in his natural element, doing something
lo assist those who, as the result of their
having defen 'ed their eountry, cannot now
assist them=selves. For his eilorts in that
direction e will curry the undying gratitude
of all returned soldiers.

HON. F. E. S. WILLMOTT (Sounth-West)
[06.453]: His Lxeellency's Speech contains
many maiters on whieh I had intended to
dilate at some length. However, since those
questions will come before us in tiie shape
of legislation I shall on this sceasion eonfine
myself to other matters. 1t is not bhefore
titne that agriealtural water supplies are
being attended to. Members represcenting
the eastern districts have been only too
long aware that if we are to get the full
value out of those great wheat areas the
settlers must have stock, which involves
the provision of water supplies and wire.
netiing. I regret to have to inform mem-
bers that despite all we have heard about
the great relief to be given to settlers in
respect of wire netting through the big
Federal grant there are about 400 applica-
tlons awaiting approval, while there is
practically no wire netting, The approval,
of course, 1s no good without the wire net-
ting, T trust that our Federal members will
bestir themselves and see that we have a
decent grant, at least £100,000 to start with,
in order to enable us to supply wire net-
ting to the settlers who require it. The
twin subjeets of main roads and the mar-
keting of produce will come before us by-
and-bye. As for traffic charges and pests,
I was pleased to hear Mr. Potter declare his
readiness to assist the people outhack. He
pointed out how the man on the back blocks
was affected by dingoes and other pests,
Of course that must be reflected on the
people in the metropolitan area, or those
of them who are not vegetarians—for about
the only thing the dingo does not tackle
are cabbages and other vegatahles. To a
large extent the price of meat has heen
affected by the enormous annual destrue-
tion wrought by dingoes. Then we have
in much smaller numbers, bat still in in-
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creasiug numbers, the fox. The rabbits do
not trouble us so very mueh in my distriet,
but no doubt the depredations made by
those animals on the wheat areas are be-
eoming very serions, with the result that
wire netiing is absolutely necessary. On
the subject of land drainage I hope that we
shiall see in the near future, if not a com-
plete drainage scheme, at all events, a defin-
ite plan of dealing with loecal drainage. At
Prezent we ate working in a haphazard way,
and if there be anything in the hundred
and one complaints made to me we have our
drainage started from the wrong end. 8o,
when 13 or 20 miles of subsidiary drains
are run mmto a main drain it is found that
the main drain has no eutlel and, in eonse-
quence, the last condition of the land is
worse than the first.  There can bhe no
doubt we have started much of our drainage
at the wrong end and drained eertain lands
to the great detriment of others at a lower
level, which have been flooded as the result
of the drainage starting at the wrong end.
I trost that under the present Government
we shall find very much better results from
drainage. I was sorry to see there was no
mention in the Speech of the very neces-
gary Collie power scheme. For many years
past we have heard Mr. Ewing advocating
that scheme, and I had hored it would be
one of the principal items in the Speech. I
am not going to dilate on it now, for T have
no doubt that within a very few days we
shull have a better opportunity. Still, I
express my regret that the subject was not
included in His Excellency’s Speech, Mr.
Potter put up a very good ease for Fre-
mant e, working the parish pump very well.
Since he with others represents the chief
port in the State I give him great credit
for having done so. He threw out a little
burley to keep us quiet and induee us to
swallow the hook. But let me say that we
coming from heyond the metropolitan area,
consider ourselves not altogether without
importance. There are the harbeurs of Ger-
aldton, Bunbury, Busselton and Albany, not
forgetting Esperance. Bunbury is the prin-
cipal harbour in the South-West. Bussel-
ton of course, ships a good deal of timber,
but Bunbury requires many facilities that
it has not at present. As was pointed out
hy Mr. PPotter, what is necessarv for the
expeditions and c¢areful handling of fruit
in Fremantle is equally important in Bun-
burv. T am sorry to say that this year we
have exported only 29,000 eases o fruit

[COUNCIL.]

from Bunbury notwithstanding that Bridge-
town alone sent away 150,000 eases, or
about one-third of the total exported from
Western Australia. That 150,000 cases did
not inelude tlie output from the AManjimup
distriet, nor that from the Preston line nor
from Boyanup; so one ean imagine the enor-
mous number of cases that pass the port of
Bunbhwy and go on to Fremanile. Probably
that will be so for some years to come, but
I hope that every year we shall have a
greater number of cases exported from
Bunbury, If Fremantle members want o
keep their trade, they had betfer support
Mr, Potter in respect of the erection of that
cooling chamber on the I'remantle whart.
I have put up the scheme from time to time,
and one one occasion I even went along
with a proposition to find the money. How-
ever I was told that so mmeh money had
heen spent on the freezing works at Robb’s
Jetly that there was none available for a
cooling chamber on the wharf. It is only
during the last few months that we have
heen able to eart over the road to Robb’s
Jetty at all. When, last season, we at-
tempted it the road was so bad that the
fruit was seattered over it from the lorries.
1t 1s altogether wrong that frnit sent to
Fremantle for a certain boat, but shut out
and baving to wait a few days for another
hoat, should be sent all the way down to
Robb’s Jetty, only to be dragged Dback
again. Every time you handle a case of
fruit it costs money and, moreover, the
fruit is deteriorated to the tune of 1s. per
case. It costs quite a deal of money frst
to send fruit to Fremantle, and then to send
it on to Robb’s Jetty and drag it back again
two or three days later. The trip to Robb’s
Jetty is nothing but a waste of money and
of time.

Hon. J, Duffell interjected.

Hon. 1. ¥, S, WILLMOTT: We are not
asking for rreezing works on the wharf.
All we ask for is a chamber where we can
keep our fruit at a temperature of 45 de-
grees,

Hon. J. Duffell: But is it not folly, since
we have freezing works at RoblWs Jebty?

Hon. F. BE. 8. WILLMOTT: No. it is
not fellv. In time every inech of that
freezing spaec at Robh's Jetty will be re-
quired.  Anether poml: we want hetter
transport Tacilities for o ficit. The hon.
member declared that derogatory remarks
as to the packing and grading of the fruit
were freguently heard. T am a fruitgrower
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and T export a few thousand cases every
vezr, so 1 am in constant touch with the
burvers in England and clsewhere. It is
sirange that 1 kave received no letlers of
complaint, while, on the other hand, 1 have
had wany of congratulation.

ilon. 35, H. Gray:
grower.

Hon. . B, & WILLMOTT: The point
is thix: if there be so many canses of com-
plaint, would I not have hcard of them?
Last season we sent away 400,000 eases of
fruit. Would it not be absurd to expect
that amoenzst so many there should not be
a iew  either ill-packed or not preperls
graded! 1 tlink we ean congratnlate our-
selves on the very excellent quality of the
fruit sent fromn Western Australia and on
the way if is packed and graded,

Hon, B. H. Gray: You would not say
that if you saw it being shipyed.

Hon. . E. 8. WILLAMOTT: 1 have seen
thonsands of ease of fruit skipped. There
has been this trouble, that fruit apparently
in good condition when it left the orchard
was found at Fremantle to be affected with
bitter pit, owing to its heing kept in the
trucks in the blazing sun and delayed en
route to the port. Inspection, however, is
desiuned to detect that sort of thing and
such freit 1s justly rejected. It does not go
to T.ondon. 1 have seen a large number of
letters written to varinus growers congratu-
lating them on the way the frit was packed
stating that the writers wighed to deal with
them nzain next season, and concluding with
the hope that the growers were as satistied
witl the prices realisedl as were the con-
signees with the fruit. e cannot desire
anvthing hetter than that. Is it not strange
that no attempt has been made so far to
plant orchards an the groups, which are in
the hest fruit country in the State, far bet-
ter than Bridgetown? The hest fruit land in
Australia is in our South-West. Tf we hail
another 20,000 acres of orchards bearing
fruit, we would he in a much betier position
to-day, We would he handling for export
not $00,000 eases, but four times that nam-
ber, and we weuld be treated with deference
inslead of being condemned. We would be
catered for in every possible way. We would
have our own canning factories dealing with
peatz. and instead of importing all our cider
from Tasmania, we would have Ffactories
here to produce it.  We wonld have many
thinzs that we have not to-day, hecause we

You must be a good
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are in too small a way of business. 1 hope
that in the mmediate future orchards will
be | lunted on many of the groups. All the
suitable country in ihe South-West should
carry a small orehard. In some vears an
orchard dees not jav. In the past Eruit-
growers have had rough spins now and
again, but taking one year with another, it
is a remunerative bhusiness. Otherwise 1
should not be in it. We l:ave heard a great
deal about the moneyv paid by the port of
Fremantle, and in Bunbury the other day
we heard what that port paid. One weuld
think that B.nbury was of vervy little im-
portance. VYet it shipped 23,000 eases of
froit, 32,000 tons of wheat, 27 878 tons of
coal, and 350,000 tons of timber. That for
a small liokey-pokey ont-uf-the-way jort is
an exccllent record.  Given greater facili-
ties, those foures wonld be enorwmously in-
creased. I kave heen taken to tusk for ven-
turing an opinion regarding the rejort of
the Roya! Commission on group setllements.
T conzider the report is like the curate’s egg
—goad in | arts.
Ifon. J. Ewing: In very few parls.

Hon, ¥, E. 8 WILLMOTT: Bul there
is an element of truth in (he report, and
members who know the country as 1 do must
admit it. [ do pot consider the report con-
dennatory of lhe Sonth-West, 1£ 1 thought
it was so0, 1 would have none of it. 1 would
make it my business to travel through the
State Lo point out (hat s1y°h was not merited.
I would make it my business {o write to
friends and relations in England refuting
the statement. But it is not so. The mem-
bers of the Royal Commission went to the
Fouth-West to see things as they really were
anl what Aid ihey [ind? They found that
we had emharked upon a huge scheme for
settling peoj:le on the land: a scheme into
which we were somewhat rushed withont
being prepared for it; a scheme so gigantie
as had never been attempted here before.
The result was tlat certain money had been
wasted,  Ts that anything new?  Members
shouid cast their inds bask to the tire
when we hezan to settle people on cur wheat
area<.  Pid we lose no money there? Did
we make no mistakes? 1Hd not the then
inspectors instruct the men to clear the wod-
oil ca-ntry lecange it was the most easily
cleared, and dil not they have to {ake {he
men off those bloeks after all that money
had been wasted, beeause a mistake had heen
mnade? Do we find people to-dav going
al:out proclaiming that our wheat areas are
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useless or worthless or of no account because
of those mistakes? No.

Hon. J. Ewing: Some people would have
stopped the work there at that lime.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: Some
Ireople would do anything, 1 do not eon-
sider that the members of the Group Setile-
ment Commission were people like that, or
were anxious to stop the development of the
South-West,

on. J. Ewing: Xrom their report, it
looks ag if they were.

Hon, F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: They have
fulfilled a very useful funetion in pointing
out the mistakes of the past, and thus giving
the Government a chance to rectify them.

Hon. J. Ewing: I wish that was so.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: It is so.
The Commissioners consider that the scheme
was launched without proper preparation.
We know it was somewhat rushed. What is
wrong with thai reecommendation? If is a
paipable truth. IHad we had more time, we
could have made greater preparation. We
could have built the railways first, and thus
would have saved considerable expense and
annoyance.

Hon. J. Towing: It is a great blessing that
the scheme was lannched.

Hon. F. K. 8, WILLMOTT: Of course it
is. Had we had time to get the railways
built first of all, we wounld have saved a
great deal of money and a great deal of
annoysnee, hut we had not the time to do
that. ‘There was an opportunity to get the
people, and we got them. The Royal Com-
nisgsion, in stating that not more than 50
per cent. of the settlers will make good, are
optimists, not pessimists. How many people
who go into husiness in Perth suceeed? Do
50 per cent. of them succeed? No. How
<an we expect to do any better when we
settle people in the virgin forest, tackle in
it its green state, not waiting for the cheaper
time of the year in which to operate, namely,
the summer, but working through the winter.
If we get through with GO per cent. of sue-
cesses we shall have done marvellously well.
The Roval Commission did not like some of
the group members as settlers; they con-
sidered thevy would not he suecessful as
farmers. T am of the same opinion. T am
located right amongst the group settlers, T
know some of them will never make farmers,
but many of them will, and very successful
farmers, too.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. A. Burvill: The Royal Commission
did not mention them.

Hon. ¥. E. 8. WILLMOTT: There was no
need to mention them hecause they will be
there when the Royal Commission is dead,
and when ifs report has been nsed for fire-
lighting purposes. We do not need to worry
about the suoccessful settlers. The proof
that they are making good is there for any-
one to see.

Hon. J. Ewing: Why do the Royal Com-
mission want to stop the group settlement
scheme?

HOon. F. E. §. WILLMOTT: I dJdo not
think they want to stop it. So far as [ ean
gather they wish fo see that the mistakes of
the 1 ast are avoided in future. If they had
anything else at the back of their minds, 1
have vet to discover it. The Royal Com-
mission are right in many ways. I have a
right to my opinion, and 1 intend to voice i,
regardless of whom it pleases or displeases.

" Tn many instances the blocks are too small.

When we find a man like Hugh Brockman,
who has lived all his life—about G0 years
—in the South-West, saying the same thing,
well, if T am wrong | am erring in very good
ecompany. I do not think T am wrong.

Hon. H. Stewart: Did not the department
act on the advice of Mr. Brockman?

Hon, I 1. & WILLMQTT: If the hon.
member reads the evidence, he will find that
in many instances Mr. Brockman recom-
mended larger blocks and that his recom-
mendation was not adopted. T think it will
he found necessary to set aside commonages
for the croups only. We talk of dairying on
the groups, but what are the group settlers
going to do with their dry stock? vhat do
the present settlers do with their dry stoek?
The bulk of them send their caitle to the
coast for a change. I am going to give up
that eustom and so feed my stock as to make
it unnecessary to send it to the coast, but
to do that, T must have the requisite area of
land to carry them. On the small areas pro-
vided under the group scheme, settlers will
not be able to ecarry sufficient stock to make
dairying profitable.

Hon. J. Duffell: You ought te read the
report of the Milk Commission.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: We are told
khat dairying is to be the mainstay of the
groups, If that is so, it is not going {0 be
the mainstay of the eroups for a few days
to come. If is necescaryv to learn to walk
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hetore one can run. Before that country can
be turned into beantiful dairy farms, it has
to be eivilised and eleared, planted with pas-
tures and sweetened. When all that is done,
the country will be an eye-opener. These re-
sults have been achieved by private indi-
viduals and will be achieved on the land
within the group areas,

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT: Before 'wea
[ mentioned that owing to inek of time it
had not been possible to put out the rail-
ways which have since been built to enable
the Government to get the seftlers on their
blocks more expeditiously, an? alse to con-
vey hy rail, instead of by other means of
transy avt, all Thal was necessary for the
great scheme., Undoubledly many of the peo-
ple whe went on the groups in the early days,
in that wet climate, had a guod deal to put
up with. ‘They suffered privations which
might have been aveided had more time besn
allowed. However, I do not know that it was
altogether a bad thing for them. A man who
is kept in cotton wool all the time becomes
very soft. The eariy pioneers of Western
Anstralia were certainly not kept in cotton
wool. They put np with a hundred and one
hardships whichk people to-day would not
dream of attempting to put up with. The
newcomers may he afl the hetter for their
experiences in the early days of group settle-
ment. A peeuliar feature of the scheme is the
appointment of foremen and their duties. I
am pleased to note that the Commissioners
recognised the extraordinary nature of the
position in which the foremen were placed.
Take the case of a thoroughly competent
foreman who has for many years heen boss-
ing big gangs of men having the power of
dismissal; a foreman who is not a bully, but
one who thoroughly understands how to get
the best results out of men. Place such a
foreman in charge of a grouwy, and observe
the peculiar character of his position. Natur-
ally he is more than anxious to make a good
show, to demonstrate that hiz eroup is doing
good work, clearing bloeks as cheaply as, if
not more cheaply than, other blocks of simi-
lar country are being cleared. TIf he hustles
his zang, some of the men will no{ like it,
and perhaps will give impertinence. From
my knowledge of canwers. they do nof like
too much impertinence. TLev do not mind
a bit of rouzh back talk areasionally, hat will
not stand impertinence, esperiolly when thev
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know they are only demanding a fair thing.
In the first period of the groups they bad
the right of dismissal, but thal system was
found to work unsatisfactorily. During the
later period the foremen only had the power
of suspension. What has oceizrred is this: A
fureman considers that a man should no
longer be allowed to remain on the group.
The man may be a leafer, or inay be ineiting
others to loaf. Perhaps he is exceedingly im-
pertinent, or possibly he has expressed him-
self in no uneertain language to the other
groupees as one who is going to stay as
long as it suits him and will then walk off
the job. He may be a plansible person, and
when suspended by the foreman may put up
an excellent ease to the aflicers sent to in-
quire, with the result that he is reinstated.
Directly that man refurns te the group, im-
awine the position of the foreman. 1 know
a number of the foremen, and have diseussed
the situation with them. They have asked me
how T would like it. My reply was, “How
would it be to use a little persuasive foree?
When you know that a man wants to be
cheeky can’t you find him a one-man job and
then express your views to himn as we would
have done in the good old days?’ The re-
joinder was, “If I ¢id that, T wonld get the
gack. The position is nnbearable, They
have already reinstated two men on my
group, with the result that when T have
given instruetions for certuin things to be
done in a eertain way, the men have told me
thev did not intend to do them that way.”
The final result ix the statement in this report
that the work us at present earried out costs
far too much. T do not wonder at it. I
do not guite see that we ean give to foremen
the full power to dismiss. It iz too serious.
Foremen are not infallible. A foreman may
have had a good many trials on a certain
day: for two or three days runmning his sup-
plies may have been delaved: so he may have
hecome Jrritable and disposed to deal too
drastically with the men. On the other hand,
T am as sure as that I stand liere that to-day
there is too much of this sort of thing going
on: “If I want to hold mv job as foreman,
T have to be exceedingly lenient to the group
I am hossing. If not, I will have to go. The
department won’t put the men off. and T
ean’t sack them. There is only one thing to
do—drift along and do the hest T ean.” That
is not a richt position. The majority of the
men on the groaps are onlv too anxious to
art on. After they have put in their eight
hours. thev will work round their little homes.
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Hon. K. H, Gray:
there.

Hon. F. B, 8, WILLMOTT: Yes. Others,
unfortunately, will not do a thing. They
have no intention of remaining. Now, would
it not Letter for some responsible officer to
go into the matter with the senior foreman
and the group foreman and say, “These men
must go. (ve the others a chunce.” There
are on the groups men who are bound up
boldv and soul with the enterprise, and are
determined to see it through; men who say,
“Tn spite of having loafers on this group,
we are going to stick it ont. We like the life.”
Let us do all that we can to help those men,
and let us dis' cnse with the man who is a
trifler.

Member :
piecework ?

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: I am com-
ing to that. I am pleased that in both the
majority report and the minority report the
Commissioners express the conclusion that
snstenance as paid to-day has a bad effect
on the receivers of the monev, Both reports
advocate piecework. It may be said, “You
cannot work these new men un piecework.”
T say we can. They are demunding to e
put on pieccework to-day. 1 speak now of
the genuine men. They believe that piece-
work will reduce their overhead costs con-
siderably. As an hon. member said, “Piece-
work will very soon wead out the loafers.”
The foreman then would be in quite a dif-
ferent position. He would not be dealing
with daywork men, but with piecework men,
and could he their instructor and friend,
showing them how to do their piecework jobs
in the cheapest |-ossible way.

Hon, J. Ewing: How about the new set-
tler just eoming in?

Hon. F. E. 8, WILLMOTT : T was a new
settler onee.

Hon. J. Ewing: How conld you have a
confract with a new settler?

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: T took on a
contract at boring posts, and the | rice per
hundred was one for which » man to.day
would not bore fen holes. Yet I made
good monev. I landed here a young
tellow straiglit from an linglish eollege,
never having done a day’s work in my life,
hut havine devole]l my attention to all sorts
of srorts, rowing, foothall, ericket. fives, and
every other game that an Fnglish publie
sehoolhov spends his time on. very often
time t! at should be devoled to study. T came

They intend to stop

Why not put the trifler on

[COUNCIL.]

out here, and I am only a litile runt of a
man now; I am only half the size of half
the Austrolians that one sees. But, still, I
held my end up. Although I had never done
a day’s work before, I found that by using
my brains, and by taking a little advice from
those whe knew better than myself, 1 could
do guite well. And others can do that now.
It will make them more self-reliant, better
men and better citizens in every respect. T
am pleased that the Commission also repovt
the following:—

Your Commissioners found the suceecssful
settlors in the district, with very few excep-
tions, to be those engaged in producing fruit.
I hope the Government will take notice of
that sentence, and will see that on suitable
Jands these people are started with small
otghards. As time goes on the orchards will
come into bearing, making a nice little addi-
tion to the incomes of the settlers.  Last
week Mr, Ewing and 1 attended a conference
in Bunbury, and 1 was rather struck with
some evidence given there. A setfler said
that as a sideline he kept a few fowls.
with results very satisfactory indeed. He
had 400 fowls and bought all the food
that they consumed. That was_only a side
line and at the end of the year it showed him
a profit of £163. I strongly recommend that
the people on the groups keep a few fowls.

Hon. H. J. Velland: Where did he dis-
pose of his produce?

Hon. F. E. 8§, WILLMOTT: In the met-
ropolitan area, and some of it went to Eng-
land through the ordinary channels. 1 had
something to do with that man going on the
land, and it now comes to myv memory thak
those who had the say-so were not too fav-
curably impressed with him, They did not
think he was the type of man with snfficient
experience to make good. However, T hap-
penerd to know something about him and was
able to say what he had done in the past.
Then he was given a chance, nnd he has
fanght a great many people down there a
great deal more than they ever knew before
he appeared on the scene. He is an Aus-
fralian and is one of the best scttlers we
have. Out of the Gronp Settlement Com-
mission’s report T ean read something with
which the members representing the South-
West will be in accord with me. It sayvs—

The South-West however offers to  these
settlers the undouhted advantage of cheap
land and an entire ahsenee of drought, n mild

elimate sulvjeet to no extremes of cither heat
or cold.
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That is not condemnatory, It is the truth.
i say in all sincerity that vou can travel in
any yart of rle world and I doubt whether
you will ever find such a climate as we have
in the South-West. 1f we go to the ISastern
States we get the extremes, They eertainly
kave advantages in the way of sunminer raing
and voleanie soil, amwl together with their
great population and their weulth they have
developad into the big bullies of Australia.

Therefore we little chaps over here
have to knuckle down. But the time
will come, and my sons will see that

time, when il will be possible for us to
eive them back some punches. We are told
what (he elimate is like and what the rain-
fall is like. You ecan take it from me also
that there are hundreds of theusands of acres
ol beuutiful sevil.  Of ecourse throughout
Western Australia the soil is good and had.
T speak with knowledge heeanse | have
travelled over the greater part of the Slate
with the exception of the Wimberlevs, T
ean say that the good soil in the Soulh-West
predominates. We have there heautiful
running streams and very deep soil, and at
ithe present time fairly reasonable transport.
On that subject I would like to inquire the
veason for the delay in taking over the line
from Jarnadup to Pemberton.  Authority
was given by Parliament and it shounld have
heen acted upon long ago. T hope the
Teader of the House will give us an ex-
planation as to the reason for the delay,

FHon. A. Borvill: Why was that maiter
rot referred ts the Commission?

Hon. ¥, 1, 8. WILLMOTT: TFrohably
they did not know of the authorisation by
Parliament. Let me yuote further from this
supposed condemnatory report—

Tn visiting the variows groups your Com-
missioners have taken every opportunity of
inspeeting the erops and pastures and have
heen struck by the splendid results that have
been ohtaired with clovers over a wide range
of =oils nnd conditions. The case with which
these  have heen established on new and
rouzhly tilled lands provide the monst encouwr-
aginy as cct of dairy farming that we have
serrl. The resnlts on the hettee class of light
solls in the Busselton-Margaret-Augusta area
appear to be equally ns good as those on the
heavier  sails of Maniimup, Jarnadup, and
Pemherton.

1= there anythine eendemnatory about that?
Hen, J. Fwine:
iradirt {hems=elves.
Ilon, F. E. S, WILLAMOTT: T hope {hat
if ever anvone is eatled npon to revort on

Tiat is where thev con-
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my property, should 1 want to sell it, that
the report will be as favourable, I shall
iken be perfecily satisfied.

Hon. H. J. Yelland: Then why the min-
ority report?

Hon. F. E. S5, WILLMOTT: We shall
see how mueh difference there is between
the majority and the minority reports, 1
am of the opinion that although somewhat
condemnatory, the rerort does not condemn
the land, thongh it in sume ways condemns
the finanecial side of the undertaking,

Hon. J. Fwing: The people in the distriet
regard it as econdemnatory.

Hon. I. E. 8. WILLMOTT: Exactly, be-
enuse they have not read it. They could
not Lave read it because it was not avail-
able until the House mel, The people had
not seen it unless they got hold of the re-
port that was surreptiliously published in
in the Press.

“Hlon. J. Ewing: It was all published in
fhe Press.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: XNothing of
the kind. Look at the size of it. When
one taies up the report, is he only going
to read the report itself or the report and
evidence. The evidence is the most import-
ant part of it. A man with any brains at
all ean read the evidence and judge for him-
self. We have published the evidence of
men who own every stick and stone on their
praperties.  And their evidence is to what
effect?  That the scheme is all right but
that certain alterations may be necessary
rerarding the financial side. On the subject
of the administration there is the evidence
of theoretical men who know absolntely
nothine akout the suhject. I ask members
whether as men representing the whole of
Western Austrzlia in this Chamber, are they
su deficient of hrains that they are going
to take the evidence of those who are theor-
ctical and not  practical men, and are
mable to jadge as to the titness of the
velieme so far as the Sonth-West is con-
corned. 1 have taken the report outside
and lanched at the extraordinary state
ments it eontains and  wondered how on
carth any men could make such unutterahle
asses of themselves by writing those worth-
I+ s niteriy untrue and uiterly condemna-
tory statements. What brain power men
roitive to wiite that kind of stuff! TWhen
one gues on te study the report and then
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reaches the summary what does he find?¥
The summary sets out—

The betier class of lands of the South-
West are suitable for dairying and mixed
farming and can be put under pasture at a

cost which will allow dairying to he profit-
ably earried on.

There is nothing wrong with that. It is

the truth.

A considerable area of poor land unsuitable
for the purpose has been utilised for group
settlement.

That is true too.
Hon. J. Ewing: What is poor land?

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: We have rich
land and poor land. It is not worthless
land; it is called poor land because it will
nut produce as much as other 1ind. What
do the Commission say about that land?
Tkat had the oceupants been sufficicitly
trained they would be in n differant (rosi-
tio to-doy, and it might have altered the
tone of the report. I thorougniv agree with
tkal. I have already told the Houge how
some drainage work was carried ont, that it
was commenced at the wrong end and the
cerrtry was floodea. T am of the opinion
that a great deal of ¢ poor Iana will he
found to be very vaiiahls as time goee on.
W have proved ¢hat in many piaces in the
South-West, and that it will grow clovers
in a most extraordinary way with the aid
of superphosphate. We have proved ihat
the cold clay flats that a few years ago
were regarded as utterly worthless are
capable of producing good grasses. These
flat: have a good deal of sand throusk ‘hem
and are good holding ground iu sunmnaer,
witit the rvesult that astonishing crops ean
be grown. We know, of course, why all the
first-class country was not settled. Tt was
beranse of the frietion between the Ioreu-
{1y Department and the Lands Decartmant.
Thr Torestty Department refused io male
land available, with the resnlt that other
land had to be taken over. 1t may vet be
proved that it was just as well that that
happened. What is a paliry few thousand
pounds 1t it turns out that we have another
million aeres of land at ene tine consid-
ered praclically worthless which can be
turned to useful acecunt. The Commission
sAV—

Tie sustenance provisions of the scheme
have had a demoralising cfeet upon the

settlers and have been the chief cause of the
high cost of group work.

[COUNCIL.]

1 do not like the scheme myself and I think
it will be found that the other scheme will
be of inestimable benefit not only to the
settlers but to the State. We now come to
other recommendations of the majority re-
port. They say—

That group membership be confined to
settiers who have passed through a period of
preliminany training.

The minority report is said to disagree with
the majority report. It says—

Gronp members should be confined to
settlers who have passed throngh a period of
preliminary training.

Where does the difference come in? The
majority report says—

That the whole work of preparing the
farms be completed under piece work.

The minority report says—

In view of the large amount of State funds
involved, and the unsatisfactory result of the
sustenance system, the cxisting groups Dbe
brought under the contract eonditions at onee.

They are both agreed upon these points.
Lel me now take another from the majority
report—

That for the purposc of providing traming
for settlers, group areas in each district be
condneted as training camps while the farms
upen them arc being prepared, and that the
TImperial Government he invited to approve
of such camps as traimng farms under the
new agreement.

The minority report says—

TFor the purpose of providing training for
settlers, group areas in each uistriet be con-
durted as training camps, while the farms
upon them are being prepared, and that the
Tmperia) Government be invited to approve
of such eamps as training camps under the
new agreement.

Tt is the same thing. The majority report
goes on— )

Groups be settled oniy upon carefully selected
areas which will provide each loention with
at least 100 acres of firat class land.

The minority report says—

Groups be settled only upon carefully sciceted
arcas that will provide cach loeation with at
least 100 acres of first class land.

Hon. H. J. Yelland: TDoss every one of
the recommendations of the minority report
eorrespand in the same way with those of
the majority report?

Hon. F. B. 8. WILIMOTT: T have
read out every recommendation of the ma-
Jority report, but not every one of the min-
ority report?

Hon. H. A. Stephenson: Why not?



"1 Avgrst, 1925.]

The PRESIDEXT: 1T do not think time
will permit of vour reading evervthine in
the report.

Hon. ¥. E. 8. WILLMOTT: 1 have read
out evervthing recommended bv the majority
Teport, and everything concerning those par-
ticalar recommendations contained in the
minority report.

Hon. TI. J. Yelland: Becanse they azree.

Hon. ¥. E. 5. WILLMOTT: They do
acree.  'The minority report has cxceellent
matter in it as well. The report is unani-
mous so far as certain recommendations are
concerned, | do not eonsider it enndemn-
atory. A great deal of the evidence is worth-
less. Anvone going down there for the frst
tine is likely to be frichtened by the gigan-
tie task undertaken by the State in subduing
that huge territory.

Hon. J. Ewing: And they
frightened by this report, too.

Hon. F. E. 8, WILLMOTT: If we take
this report and pivk at it here and pick at
it there, we ean turn if into a condemnatory
report, but if we read it as T do, and take
it by and large, we ean only arrive at the
conclusion that, altbough it is somewhat
drastic eoncerning the methods of adminis-
tration, it absolutelv speaks the tronth about
the land. Tt lauds the land and it 1s land
that deserves to be landed to the skies. It
points out that a eonsiderable amount of
money has heen spent and will be speat, and
it advises how this shall be done, how the
State funds shall he conserved in the opinion
of members of the ("ommission. 1 have no
fanit to find with the report. In certain in-
stanees the Commission would have done
well to bave told witnesses in as polite lan-
guage as possible that they did not know
what they were talking about, and then dis-
pensed with them. On the other hand, un-
doubtedly they were right in taking evidence
from men who have puat in the whole of their
lives there. There is a most extraordinary
improvement in the methods adopted to-day
in our group settlemenfts as compared with
those adopted when the scheme was first
started. This shows that we are profiting by
experience. The gronps now being formed
at Hester are groups to be proud of. The
work is being carried out expeditiously. 1
do not give this Government any eredit for
that, any more than T would eondemn the
Labour Government for the trouble we had
in the early stages. Had the Lahour Gov-
ernment heen in power in the beginning it
would not have heen fair o saddle them

would he
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with the blame. The Government have now
prolited by the experience of the vears that
have one by.

Hon. E. Il. Gray: 7The Labour Govern-
ment have gone pat on it.

Hon. I, E. 8. WILLMOTT: T am glad
to know that. The zronps are doing the
work more economiezlly than it was done
before. We can now go one better. We
can appoint alviseiy hoards to asxist those
in eontrol of tle scheme, to show them where
they liave made mistakes, and how they ean
avoid them in the future. I refer to ud-
visory groups of local men who have been
suecessful there and know the business from
berinning to end. Theyv could meet at short
periods and consult with the . enior foreman
or eentroller on the spot. There would re-
yuite tu he une board for the country around
Bridgetown, another for that around MMan-
Jinup, and another for the Margaret. T do
not sav they should have power to expend
State funds. but surely members ean see
what advantage would be gnined by having,
say, thvee men on each of these advisory
hoards advising the senior foremen of bet-
ter, quicker and cheaper methods of hand-
ling timber, and many other methods which
experience has proved to he right. It nearly
broke my heart when I first went to the Mar-
gavet River country to see gnod tiinber wast-
ing on the groups. Tt was seandalous. The
people were using gefignite to blow up logs
T could earry away on my hack. Half-a-
duzen euts with a deeently sharp axe would
have felled thie tree which they were blasting
with eeliznite.

Hon. E. H. Grax:
have been incompetent.

Hon. I. E. S, WILLMOTT: Perhaps
ther did not know. TFurthermore, the most
heautiful jarrah trees that would have made
excellent timber were also heing blasted. I
am pleased to say that at last we have come
to our senses and are ealling for tenders for
timber on the various groups. We are get-
ting a niee royalty of 235 per load in the
round and 33s. per load in the square, We
are in 8 most extraordinary position to-day.
Some vears avo Parlinment decided that the
there were jarrah trees there wounld be
sleeper cutiev must go. T said in another
plare the whole idea was wrong, that while
sleeper cutters, Other people who did not
knew s much about the husiness as T did
said that small spot mills would §ll the bill,
and would cut all the {imber that the hewer
wa~ dealing with. Thev knew ncthing about

The foremen must
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it. 1f there is one thing that is difficult it
is to make a spot mill pay. 1F the timaber is
not first class a spot mill will never pay.
Every time the saw runs through a loy it
has to turn out profitable timber, or at the
end of the day there has been a loss. A big
mill can deal with all sorts of timber, and
can afford to see a certain peccentage zo into
the fire heap that a spoet mill eannot afford.
Where there is sparse jarrabh country and
the trees are far apart and not of good
quality for milling, there is only vne way to
deal with it and that is per medium of a
hewer. He is mobile. He takes his saw, his
mallet, his wedges, and his broad axe and

away he goes. The sleepers he cuts
can be carried twenty miles from the
fallen tree to the nearest railway siding.

"That could not he dune in the case of a spot
mifl. Tt is necersary to have hewers, Qwing
to that lezislation, however, we have not
sufficient of these men. No one who, prior
to a certain date, did not hold a license, can
ho!d a license to-day. A man ean get a
faller’s license to cut timber on the group
arens, but cannot get a hewer’s license.
When certain forest areas are put up to
auction a man bids up to 39s. a load for the
timher and then {inds that, although he has
a limitel period in whirh to remove it, he
cannot get a hewer because the men who are
working on the group settlement lands on a
faller's license eannot, under the forestry
rezulations, hew on forestry lands.

Fon. A. Burvill: Cannot that be alfered?

Hon. I E. 8. WILLMOTT: Only by
Parliament. Tt is a ridieulous position and
memhe:s opyposite, who are practieal, can see
at once how necessary it is to alter the Act
as early as possible. We should not give a
license to men who will spoil timber. Tt
should be left to ths forestry officials to
decide u=en the efficiency of the men. They
know them all, and can decide whether a
man is worthy of a license. If a man is a
wood spoiler T should be the last to expeet
him to get a license. We have good men in
the hush, howsver, who should ke allowed to
carry a ligense. A discussion such as this
upon the 1eport of the Roval Commission
can only lead to good results. Tt will he
found that the more we jrahe intn Western
Australia, the more good shall we find in
it. The deeper we delve, the hetter we like
it and the result will he that out of some-
thing that at the time raised a storm, much
good will eceme. Attention will be drawn to
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the South-West, and people with money, as
well us those without it, will go down into
that country about which there has heen so
mueh talk.  Thoze people will immediately
invest beeause there is no Detter investment
{o-day than our South-Western lands.

HON. E. H HARRIS (North-East)
[8.16]): 1lis Excelleney’s Speech indieates
the continued inerease of revenue and the
reduction of the deficit. That faet reminds
us of the words of Sir James Mitelell last
seseion when he said:—

I am justified in saying we have turned the
corner.  There is daylight ahead, The worst
is aver.

The aceuracy of Sir James Mitchel's fore-
cast is amply boine out by the information
pluced before the Flouse. The later state-
ment regarding the financial positien justi-
fied him in expressing such an opinion less
than a year ago. The revenue fov the year
constituted a record and that also applied
to the exypenditure. The present Treasurer
seems to be like all other ‘reasurers; he
spends all the money he ean lay Y“is hanis
on. There is a spirit of oplimigm right
throughout the Speech which, 1 think, is war-
ranted, because records have kbeen arhievel i
se.cral of the Government departinents. Ow-
ing to the bountiful harvest, the revenue
from the railways has been bouyant and ad-
ditional demands uron the electricity suppiv
make nceessary the addition of another unit
at the East Perth power station. Tt wonld
have heen wise on the part of the Govein-
ment had they considered inslalling the ad-
ditional unit so that they could use ol in-
stead of eoal. By using coal exclusively at
East Perth we have to rely upnn cos! alone,
Shouid any industrial trouble arise we may
he at the mercy of the coal owners. On the
other hand, if provision were made for the
use of oil in the additional wnit, it wialit he
of great advantage to the Govermment in an
emergency, Inereases are also recorded in
the Forests Department and in conneetion
with the pastoral indnstry as well. Jany
things have heen placed before ns for eon-
siderafion, and it is for the public to esti-
mate what dezree of credit ts due to the
Mitchell Administration and to the Collier
Adminisiration respectively, for such an
achievement. T note the lerig'ation that is
to he placed befure us during the session,
and T am satisfied that we <shall have
pleniy of work ahead of us hefore the
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recesz. 1 wish to refer to the mun-
ing industry which bas done so much for
the progress of Western Australia. The fow
remarks in the Governor's Speech having
reference to the mining indusiry make de-
pre<sing  reading  indeed.  This indusiry
has played an important part in the wel-
fare of the State, yvet at” the present time
there are, roughly speaking, not more than
20 mines oceupied in aclive mining and mill-
ing operations, They have been adversely
affected by the onerous charges levied upon
the industiry in varions ways, both by the
Federal Government and also by the State,
After the declaration by the present Govern-
ment that special consideration would be
given tu the mining industry, which, as the
Premier stated, was so neglected, we natur-
ally thought that proj:osals would ke advaneed
for the benefit of wold mining, such as
wonld galvanise interest in (he industry.
The assistance accorded the industry dur-
ing the time the Government have been in
office has been of a very limited description.
First they granted relief in taxation paid
by prospeetors and during last session the
relief granted did nof eome up to expecta-
tions. We thought the Govermment would
have granfed relief to the extent of that
provided by the Federal (iovernment, for
the State has more to gain than has the Com-
monwealth. In granting that relief last
session, however, the Government indicated
that it was as high as they eould go at the
time. The Governmeni abolished the fine
on Inte payment of lease rents. That has
meant a few shillings only to a small num-
ber of prospectors, who were not able to
pay their fees and rents at the proper time.
The Government too have continued assist-
ance to prospectors. Last session, however,
we passed a Bill for the ereation of mining
boards that were to take the place of pros-
pecting hoards. The only difference was
that the Government were to pay the ex-
penres of the mining boards whereas the
work of the prospeeting boards was done
voluntarily.  That measure lLias not heen
proclaimed vet for reasons thal are un-
known fo us, aud what particalar advan-
tage it may prove to be to the industzy ve-
mains o be seen. The Covernment also
removed encumbrances on leases nnder the
Mining Development Aet except as rezards
marchinery held on murtgage. TUnder the
old e¢ounditons men could not work such
cround unless they took over the responsi-
hility for the morizage on maciinery on
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the ground. That necessity has been lifted
now, However, that is a matter of small
importance; such circumstances may occur
nlrequentty. Then we were prowmised a
geological survey of the goldfields arens,
hbut ihe report of the Mines Department
shows that nothing more has been done than
is nsual annually. We were to be granted
relief on account of railway freights. The
preseitt Minister for Mines, when speaking
regarding railway freights, said that the
industry was being destroyved by excessive
railway freights charzed on mining requis-
ites. A few wecks bhack the Government
altered the rates charged on commodities
carried over the avricultural and goldfields
railwavs. T understand it is their intention
to relieve the railway freights to the extent
of the mwoney received from land taxation,
and Lhe proportion to be applied to the
poldbields operations runs out at abont
£11,000. If hon. members take the quan-
tity of ore crushed for 1924, namely,
783,760.30 long tons, they will see that the
relief works out at something under 3d.
per ton. Another matter refers to the
transport of ore for prospectors in the out-
back districts. This has helped a limited
number of men, but these things represent
the relief aiforded the mining industry by
a (lovernment from whom we expected
something better! Is that the degree of
assistance to be rendered to the industry
with a view te re-vitalising it? The senti-
ment espressed was that if they came to
the assistanece of the industry the Govern-
ment would re-vitalise mining activities.
Yet we find the few small items I have re-
ferred to appear to be the limit to which
the Government will zo. Reference to the
mining indostry in the Governor’s Speech
contains the following:—

Every possible assistance has becn rend-
ercd to the industry by the Government, and
the report of the Royal (emmission en the
mining industry is now receiving the serious
consilleration of my Ministers.

If what I have outlined is the hest the
{Government are capable of deing to assist
the industry, not much will be accom-
plished to raise the industry frem its
condition of uncertainty and despair. The
owners of the bizg mines in the State have
not altogether lost interest in the mines,
but ewing to the limited avenues available
of making profits in conneefion with the
mining industry, they have certainly lost
a gnod deal of that interest. The Federal
(GGovernment appointed the Western Aus-
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tralian Disabilities Commission to lind ont
what adversely affected this State with 4
view to rendering assistance. We thought
that in the case put np by the State Gov-
ernment some special mention would be
made of the gold bonus. When the Stare
put up its case, those associated with the
mining industry decided to ask the Com-
mission for a honus of £1 per cunce on geld

produced in Western Australin. It was
remarkable that that proposal was not
deeined wortl:iv of mention in the Gov-

ernor’s Speech. Cabinet inelndes several
Ministers representing goldfields eonstiin-
encies, and yet we find that it was not until
the Federal Commission had left Weslern
Anstralia that Ministers expressed views in
faveur of that very important preposal.
Nothing was said by the Cavernment to
the Commission in support of the praposul.
I should like to hear from the Leader of
the House why the Government have been
silent on this point. On the 320th Apeil.
1925, My, Hiekey, then Acting Vlinister for
Mines, made an official statement on hehalf
of the Government, from which T quote the
following extracts—

Cabinet has given consideration to the
request made on belalf of the combined gold
mining industry for the payment by the Fed-
eral Government of n bonus of £1 per ounce

on standurd gold produced in Australia for
a specified term of years. The position of the

industry was reviewed at length aml its re-.

lationship to the welfare of the State in
particular, and the Commonweulth generally,
was considered. The pronounced deeline 1
the gold output over recent years gave the
Western Australian people real cause for
alarm, and it was a matter for great regret
that the severe cconomic conditions coming
in the wake of the war so severely penalised
an industry of such vital importance to the
welibeing of the State—an industry to which
we owe a lasting debt of gratitude for setting
this ecountry on its feet in the early days of
our existence. On the other hand, the Gov-
ernment hold the opinion that the interests
of the State will be served if some practical
meana ¢an be found for bringing ore of a
lower grade than is now payable into the
reack of the enterprising prespector, niner
and investor.

Here was an excellent opporlunity to go
before the Disabilities Commission and sup-
port the proposition for a bonus on gold
that would bring the lower grade ore within
the reach of enterprising prospectors and
mine-owners! The statement continues—

Seme form of substantinl revival in gold
mining realms is, therefore, greatly to be

degired, and striven for, and any steps taken
towards that end should be fully encouraged,
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Here was a chance to cacourage it}
statement reads—

In the opinion of the State Government,
therefore, the bonus form of assistance direet
to the gold mining industry and indirectly
through it to the whole of the Common.
wealth, is not only advisable, but is eminently
equitable and jost, The Government have
given consideration to the qguestion of grant-
ing a bonus on the gold produced in the
State, but, vwing to the finaneial stringeney,
are unable to carry that inte efect.

Mr. Iickey, speaking on behalf of the Gov-
ernment, said that owing to financial strin-
gency the State was unable to grant the
gold honus, but urged that it should be
cranted by the U'ommonwealth Government.
The State (tovernment could quickly demon-
strate their sineerity, which is scouted in
some ruarters, in the contention that they
congider the industry vital fo the welfare of
Waestern Australia, that to it ihey owe a
lasting debt of gratitede, for they inti-
mated in no uncertain language that failure
on the part ol the Commonwealth Govern-
mment (o crant the gold bonus asked for by
those associnted with the industry was re-
vrettahle.  The Government also declared
that on being relieved of the financial strin-
zency by the Federal CGovernment they
would, ta (he extent of the relief, apply
it to the «old mining indnstry and thereby
give I 5 new lense of life.  That would
mive the industry a new lease of life,
and so would afford the Government an op-
portunity to emphasise the statement mude
alter the Disabilities Commission had left
Western Australia. Another matter to which
I wish to refer is the failure on the part of
the State Government to proelaim the
Miners' Phthisis Aect, passed in 1923, We
want to know what the intentions of the
Government really are. Last year we
amended the Workers' Compensation Bill, in
introducing whiech Mr. Drew very righily
said that the most important feature of the
measure was the provision for the pnyment
of compensation for occupational discases.
In his pre-election speech the Premeir
vehemently denounced the Mitchell Govern-
ment for not having proelaimed the Act.
They had put forward the exeuse tbat it
was of no use proclaiming the Act unti’ the
laboratory was completed. The building has
since been completed, and Dr. Nelzon took
charge on the 13th Jannary, 1925, The
lahoratory was officially opened on the 12th
AMareh of this vear. But on the 30th Janu-

The
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ary a proclamation appeared in the “Gov-
ernment Gazette” prescribing that the pro-
visions of the Workers’ Compensation Act in
relation to mining, quarrying, or stonecut-
ting or crushing should come inte operation
on the 1st March and be limited to the
South-West distriet. This would permit the
Act operating in respect of the men work-
ing in the lead mines at Northampton. The
Government had definitely told the indus-
trial workers that their sole aim and desire
was to bring the Act info operation. Yet
on the 27th February a further proclamation
was issued withdrawing the area covered by
the first, thus exeluding from the provisions
of the Act those working at mining, quarry-
ing, or stonecutting or erushing. I should
like to know why the Government, having
granted relief to the men under the Workers'
Compensation Aet for oceupational diseases,
subsequently withdrew it from them. Let
me draw attention to a speech by the Minis-
ter for Works, reported in the “Westralian
Worker” of the 1st July, 1925. The Miniz-
ter is reported to have said—

They had not been able to proclaim the
Miners’ Phthisis Act passed by the previous

Government, because the mine owners had
threatened to close down if that were done.

I have proved that they had proclaimed it
for a portion of the State and then with-
drawn it. The report continunes—

Therefore the Government had brought out
from London a man with a world-wide repa-

tation in order to ascertain what the in-
dustry could carry in that respeet.

The terms of the commission issued to Mr.
Kingsley Thomas, the Royal Commissioner,
bore mo reference to finding out what the
mine owners could bear in respeet of miners’
phthisis. However, this is a responsible
Minister speaking, and these are the words
he used—

They did not desire to rely merely npon the
word of the Chamber of Mines. The Gov-
ernment now had not only the advice of the
Roval Commissioner, Mr. Kingsler Thomas,
but also that of another authority.

I should like the Colonial Secretary to indi-
cate what other authority has been ealled in
or is referred to in that speech by the Min-
ister for Works. The report continnes—

They had examined each side of the position
and the Government now knew where they
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were, and could say definitely to the mine
owners just what they thought the position
was and what the obligations of the mine
Owlers Wwere.

To workers in the mining indnstry those are
statements of great importance, and anxiety
is expressed as to when the Government are
going to redeem the promise made that the
Workers’ Compensation Act would be put into
operation. The Commonwealth Government
sent over Tr. Nelson and other staff mem-
bers to the laboratory in January last. The
luboratory was declared open on the 12th
Marech, and pow the Minister for Works has
been asking the Federal Government to put
en three shifis of doctors in order that the
number of men to be examined might be the
more quickly handled. At present the staff
is eapable of examining five men per day.
But had the Government proclaimed the Act
when first the institution was officially
opened, they could, at the rate of five men
per day, have had 750 men examined by this
time. The staff are still there waiting for the
State Government to set them at the work
for which they were appointed by the Fed-
eral Government. We have had a lengthy
report on the mining indusiry by Mr. Kings-
ley Thomas in his capacity as Royal Commis-
sioner. As pointed oot by Mr. Willmett,
when referring to the Group Settle-
ment Commission’s report, the evidence
tendered is the wmost important part
of the document. It contains 2 great deal
of valuable technical information. I experi-
enced some difficulty in getting o copy of the
report and cvidence. There are many
students at the Nalgoorlie School of
Mines and a great number of men on the
various mining staffs, who are anxions
to secure coptes of this report and
evidence. On inquiring at the Government
Drinting Office and the Mines Department
1 have been informed that the type has been
destroved and that only 500 copies of the
evidence were printed. There are numerous
copies of the report available, bat the most
important feature of the whole inquiry was
the evidenee, and that is not available to
I’eople who want it. In years to come when
it is desired to make comparisons befween
the different processes and phases of treat-
ment, the ficares contained in the evidence
will be invaluable. I have received many re-
quesis for copies of the evidence, and I



172
suggest that copies he made available for

people in the industry desirous of baving
them, ’ Ik 1

On motion hy Hon. J, Duffell, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 847 p.m.

Aegislative Hasembly,
Tuesday, 11th August, 1925,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m. and read prayers.

QUESTION—ELECTRICITY SUFPLY,

Mr, NORTH asked the Minister for Rail-
ways:—1, What is the estimated consumption
in units of eleetricity for the present finaneial
year in the metropolitan srea? 2, What is
the minimum point of consuraption at which,
in the opinion of the Minister and his officers,
it would be economically sound to transmit
a bulk supply of current from Collie, utilis-
ing the East Perth power house merely as a
stand-by or to assist in meeling the peak
load? 3, How long is it estimated that the
construction and installation of the main
Collie to Perth high tension scheme, inelud-
ing the provision of a main power house,
would take fo inaugurate and complete?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, 48,000,000 kilowatt hours. 2, The
technical considerations are such—in a
scheme of the magnitude of generating and
transmitting power from Collie—that the
point of consumption is not the influencing
factor. 3, Three years.

[ASSEMBLY.]

QUESTION—RAILWAYS, C.0.D.
SYSTEM.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH asked the Min-
ister for Railways: 1, Has any report been
made by the departmental oliicers upon the
C.0.D. system recently inaugurated? 2, Is it
contemplated applying the system to goods
traftie? 3, If so, when?

The MINISTER FOR BRAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, Not for the present. 3,
Answered by No. 2.

QUESTION—SWEEPS AND
LOTTERIES.

Mr. RICHARDSON asked the Minister
for Justice: 1, How many applications wera
received between 30th June, 1924, and 30th
June, 1925, for permission to run sweeps or
lotteries in Western Australia? 2, What were
the names of the applicauts, and what were
the objects for which the money was to be
devoted ount of the proceeds of such lotteries
or sweeps? 3, How many applications were
refused? 4, What were the names of the ap-
plicants, and the objecls of those so re-
fused? 5, How many sweeps or lotteries
are being conduected at the present time in
this State¥ 6, What are the names of the
applicants, and the cbjects to which it is
proposed to devote the money to be obtained
from the sweeps now in operation9

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE replied:
1 to 6, A return will be prepared and laid on
the Table of the House.

QUESTION—PASTORAL LEASE.
BELLILUNA COMPANY,

Mr. COVERLEY asked the Minister for
LLands: 7Yrhat were the conditions under
which the last 7,000 acres of pastoral coun-
iry were granted to the Bellilana Pastoral
Company?

The PREMIER (for the Minister for
Lands) replied: The Belliluna Pastoral Com-
pany does not hold any lease of 7,000 acres.
The last lease granted to the company on the
14th Januvary, 1924, was 71,680 acres. This
is held under the conditions applying to pas-
tordl leases, as preseribed in the Land Aect,
18983, and the amendments thereto, particu-
larly Sections 101 and 109a, Subseetion (3),
of the Compilation of the Land Aet, 1898.
The rent has been fixed at 5s. per thousand
acres per annum, and the lease is subject to
re-appraisement in fifteen years.



